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Mr. W.T. Newnham, Chairman 


For the past eight months, the men and 
women who form the educational community 
of this Province have been engaged in an 
unprecedented endeavour. The extension of 
full funding to the Roman Catholic Separate 
School System is a major undertaking, and 
the preparations for its implementation 
have drawn on the talents and good-will 
of literally thousands of dedicated 
administrators and trustees across Ontario. 
From the outset, the Planning and 
Implementation Commission has stressed the 
vital importance of your input in achieving 


the most equitable and constructive 
framework for implementation of full 
funding - in your own jurisdictions and in 
the Province as a whole. 

Your response to this request has been 
truly impressive. In public hearings 
conducted in eight cities, the Commission 
received hundreds of representations; in 
addition, many submissions - ranging from 
detailed input from teachers' federations 
and other organizations to the Board Plans 
and Impact Statements - have greatly 
assisted the members of the Commission in 
their task. The care and deliberation 
invested in the preparation of these 
submissions has called on an equal measure 
of care and deliberation on the part of 
the Commission, and we have spent many 
long hours studying the issues and concerns 
you have articulated. 

Your submissions have all reflected a 
common and impassioned theme: the concern 
of educators, trustees and the public at 
large for the quality of learning in their 
schools, whether public or separate 
schools and the determination to ensure 
that every young person in this Province be 
availed of a full range of educational 
programs at the secondary level. 

From the beginning of our deliberations, 
it has been clear that the solutions to 
achieving implementation of full funding 
in each educational jurisdiction are to be 
found at the local level. Each board of 
education and separate school board has 
its own unique problems, and the arbitrary 
imposition of province-wide regulations 
would fall far short of the creative and 
resourceful planning which individual 
school boards are bringing to planning at 
the local level. We commend the boards 
that have worked to achieve such solutions, 
and we encourage those still in the 
deliberative stage to follow their example. 

In the many coterminous boards where 
consensus and agreement have been achieved, 
the trustees, administrators, teachers and 
parents involved have displayed a strong 
commitment to all students in their 
respective jurisdictions, and a willingness 
to co-operate to the fullest possible 
extent to ensure the enrichment of the 
entire educational community. 


It has become apparent that the actual 
impact in September, 1985, of the proposed 
legislation on student enrolments, and on 
staff positions at every level will be 
below many original projections. However, 
I do not seek to minimize the demands that 
our task has made, and will continue to 
make upon all of us. 

We must continue to work to ensure that 
the extension of full funding to both 
systems does not limit or jeopardize the 
quality of our public secondary school 
offerings. We must be cognizant 
continually of those individuals whose 
terms of employment will be affected by 
the forthcoming legislation, and we must 
jointly approach the resolution of any 
statt«dislocations in a fair and 
humanitarian spirit. We must recognize 
that we are all limited by financial 
constraints, and that this initiative 
offers new opportunities for the sharing 
of existing resources, facilities and 
personnel which can benefit all of our 
students. 

Finally, we must share the conviction 
that the extension of full funding to 
Ontario's separate schools will ultimately 
protect and strengthen the social fabric of 
our society. This challenge has required 
and will continue to require from all of 
us, throughout the educational community, a 
new level of understanding, good-will and 
co-operation. With our common dedication 
to educational excellence in this Province, 
I am confident we will meet the challenge 
in full measure. 


SEPARATE SCHOOL 


COMPLETION IN THE CITY OF 


WINDSOR: LIVELY 


(CONTROVERSY I EMPERED BY 


STRONG OPTIMISM 


The drive to achieve full funding for the 
separate school system in the City of 
Windsor is generating lively controversy 
between trustees of the Windsor Board of 
Education and the Windsor Roman Catholic 
Separate School Board. 

"There is a strong spirit of 
co-operation between our two Boards," says 
Walter Willms, Director of Education for 
the Windsor Board of Education. "However, 
there is no doubt that we are still 
searching for solutions to a number of 
problems." 


An industrial city whose automotive 
companies are still recovering from several 
years of recession, Windsor has a 
population just under 200,000 - 52% of 
whom are Roman Catholics. Although the 
population has remained stable for the 
last decade, the city's public secondary 
schools have suffered a serious loss of 
students - from a peak enrolment of 15,000 
in the early Seventies to the current 
total vor) LO 7000 tstudenits: 

"Essentially," notes Willms, "our 
decline in numbers has been caused by the 
plunging birth rate and aggravated by a 
static urban population. Even before the 
Provincial Government's announcement of 
extended funding to separate schools, our 
Board was projecting a secondary school 
population of 8,500 by 1989. With extended 
funding, that. figure could-drop tow oot e. 

For more than a year, the Windsor Board 
has recognized the eventual necessity of 
closing two or three of its eleven 
secondary Schools. nent TO Co), meal 
voted to close Centennial Secondary School 
in South Windsor, a decision that generated 
widespread controversy among students and 


parents in the area. 
In contrast to the Windsor Board's 


dwindling enrolments, the Windsor Separate 
School Board has been steadily increasing 
its complement of secondary students with 
a total of 3,500 students attending the 
city's two separate secondary schools, 
Assumption College School and F.J. Brennan 
High School this year. These students 
represent a retention rate of 60% of 
Catholic students from elementary schools, 
double the rate of a few years ago. By 
1983, the Separate School Board had begun 
to lay plans for the first of two proposed 
new secondary schools to meet anticipated 
growth. 

"As things are going now," says Walter 
Willms, "it is reasonable to expect that 
eventually the two educational systems 
will divide the available students equally. 
Our system will likely be reduced to six 
high schools, but I'm confident we can - 
without downsizing - provide all of the 
quality programs and services we are 
offering now." 

Former Premier Davis' announcement on 
June 12, 1984, caught both Windsor School 
Boards completely by surprise. 
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PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTATION COMMISSION 
IRAN MMOG MED EN; Srreet 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5R 2A5 


The Commission welcomes viewpoints and 
reactions from our readers. Please feel 
free to write to us at the above address. 


From left to right: Mr. Michael Benzinger, Chairman, Windsor Roman Catholic Separate 
School Board; Mr. Tom Kilpatrick, Chairman, Windsor Board of Education; Mr. William McRae, 
Director of Education, Windsor Roman Catholic Separate School Board; Mr. Walter Willms, 
Director of Education, Windsor Board of Education 


"We were, of course, delighted," says 
Bill McRae, Director of Education for the 
Windsor Separate School Board. "For close 
to two years, we had been working very 
hard on plans and fund-raising for a third 
secondary school. We were scheduled to 
present our proposal to our Board, complete 
with funding requirements and statistical 
support, four days after the Premier's 
announcement. So much of our preparation 
for completion of funding was already in 
place." 

Willms, Director of the Windsor Board, 
was equally enthusiastic - but for 
different reasons. "I applauded the 
announcement, and I meant it sincerely," 
he says. "If we take the concept of 
extended funding to the extreme, it 
provides a system where everybody - 
regardless of religion - can attend either 
school system; where everybody - regardless 
of religion - can work in either system; 
where both systems have full responsibility 
for special educational programs and 
services. Then, in fact, we will have 
created one system with alternatives 
within. And I believe that's an excellent 
prospect." 


McRae, however, has been strongly aware 
of community tensions caused by the 
prospect of extended funding to his Board 
while the Windsor Board is in the position 
of closing high schools. "An emotional 
response is certainly understandable," he 
says. "However, we try very hard to make 
people understand that extended funding 
has nothing to do with the difficulties 
the Windsor Board has been coping with." 

Michael Benzinger, Chairman of the 
Windsor Separate School Board, is quick to 
compliment the Windsor Board on its strong 
spirit of co-operation. 

"While some public Boards have supported 
the idea of delaying the implementation for 
a full year, the Windsor Board strongly 
refused to endorse that suggestion," he 
says. "They have, in fact, said they are 
committed to making implementation work. 

"We have great concern and sympathy for 
the Windsor Board's position," Benzinger 
adds. “In this city, in these times, job 
security is a vital issue. Their concern 
for their teachers is completely 
understandable. In addition, they are 
already in the position of having to close 
schools - which is a grievous experience 


for anyone to go through." 

However, cautions Benzinger, it is 
important to remember that the extension 
of separate school funding will only cause 
minor disruptions to the Windsor Board's 
current quota of students and teachers. 
"We will phase in the expansion of our 
secondary programs over four years," he 
says. "The effects on the public system 
should be minimal." 

Bill McRae agrees with that assessment. 
"Our net gain in students, attributable to 
the new legislation, will be between 100 
And 20 MÉMOIRES ROUE — VaMayey Waletealiake; one 
the financial cost of attendance in our 
higher grades will not really make much of 
a difference in student numbers. In the 
past, parents who really wanted their 
children to attend found the money for 
fees. Or, through bursaries, we found it 
for them. 

"In addition, the public schools have 
many assets we can't duplicate at present. 
We've often expressed our admiration for 
their marvellous teachers and schools, for 
their wide array of special resources." 

Tom Kilpatrick, Chairman of the Windsor 
Board, does not agree that implementation 
of full funding to the separate schools 
will only have a minimal effect on the 
public system. "For the next five years, 
we project a decline of close to 2,500 
students," he says. "This could mean as 
many as 120 teachers will become redundant. 
Some of these redundancies would have 
occurred due to demographic patterns; 
however, a good number of them will be 
attributable to implementation." 

"If the separate school system is going 
to receive funding equal to ours, we 
believe it is only fair that they assume 
responsibility for sharing the cost of 
such special programs - whether by 
providing them for their own students, or 
buying them from us," says Walter Willms. 

He also believes that any publicly 
funded educational system should guarantee 
equal access to all students. "And 
finally, we're adamant that an agreement 
must be made to fill any vacancies in the 
separate system with our redundant teachers 
- many of whom are Roman Catholic. This is 
onniliyy alveyeyatyerenil kaye) aeetaire 

Bill McRae is confident that the two 
Boards' current differences can be amicably 
resolved. "We are going to provide a 
program that accepts every student who 
wants access to our system," he says. "We 
have advised the Commission these issues 
can be worked out at the local level, and 
committees are in place to find solutions. 
There is no doubt they will be found - we 
only need time and good will on both 
sides." 

McRae adds that, 
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incumbent upon separate school boards to 
provide the initiative in resolving local 
problems connected to implementation 
because they stand to benefit most from 
the impending changes. 

"We are fully cognizant of that 
responsibility," he stresses, "and equally 
cognizant of the importance of not 
adversely affecting this community in any 
way. At the same time, we are seeking an 
opportunity to explore the requirements of 
the new technologies in terms of education, 
to perhaps offer alternatives to the public 
Board's special programs rather than 
duplicate services." 

Despite the issues being hotly debated, 
there is a common spirit of constructive 
optimism about the eventual outcome of 
extended separate school funding. 

"We're well aware that there will be 
great potential for cost-savings on both 
sides," says Tom Kilpatrick. "As 
discussion progresses, I'm certain we will 
discover a number of potentially lucrative 
areas of co-operation - including the use 
of computer time, management resources, 
and the purchase of resource materials. 

"Our concerns are related to the rigors 
of the initial adjustments," he says. "I 
don't believe that the eventual outcome of 
implementation of full funding is seriously 
in question.” 

Walter Willms agrees. "We have a 
responsibility to our students and parents 
to fight for equitable solutions," he 
says. "In the long term, we will make the 
new system work for the benefit of every 
secondary student in the city." 


B. EDMUND NELLIGAN 
VICE-CHAIRMAN 
PLANNING AND 
IMPLEMENTATION 
COMMISSION 


Ed Nelligan is one of Ontario's best-known 
Roman Catholic educators. Beginning his 
career as a teacher in a Catholic high 
school in Hamilton, he served for many 
years as Director of Education for the 
Metropolitan Toronto Separate School Board. 
He retired from that position in 1983. 

Mr. Nelligan sees his work as Vice- 
Chairman of the Planning and Implementation 
Commission as a rewarding conclusion to a 
life-long career in education. "In the 
long term, this new funding policy will 
serve to improve the overall quality of 
secondary school offerings across Ontario," 
he says. "I'm happy to have the 
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Mr. E. Nelligan, Vice-Chairman 


opportunity to take part in its 
implementation." 

He notes that the Commission is strongly 
cognizant of two major responsibilities in 
its deliberations. "We are charged with 
the responsibility of overseeing the 
implementation of a completed education 
system in the separate schools, while, at 
the same time protecting the viability of 
the public secondary schools and their 
programs," he says. "We want to make every 
effort to ensure that teaching careers are 
not adversely affected by the whole 
process." 

He believes that the Planning and 
Implementation Commission's goals are both 
realistic and attainable. "For everyone 
involved," he says, “this is a very 
creative process. We are looking at 
different structures, different 
arrangements, while respecting the autonomy 
of the individual school boards. 

"Implementation is the educational 
challenge of the decade. Given the 
positive dialogues being conducted all 
over Ontario, and the new opportunities 
for co-operation that are arising from 
those dialogues, the outcome can only be 


positive." 


ROBERT A. L. THOMAS 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
PLANNING AND 


IMPLEMENTATION 


COMMISSION 


For Bob Thomas, the position of Executive 
Director of The Planning and Implementation 
Commission is the highlight of a long and 
satisfying career in education. 

"In nearly 25 years with the Ministry 
of Education, I've had more than my share 
of interesting, challenging assignments," 
he smiles. "This one tops them all." 

Mr. Thomas began his Ministry career in 
1960 as a Teaching Master at the Toronto 
Teacher's College. In 1967, he was 
seconded to the Curriculum Branch of the 
Ministry as Administrator of Centennial 
School Projects; by 1972, he had become 
Executive Assistant to Dr. Edward Stewart, 
Deputy Minister of Education. In 1974, he 
was named Administrative Officer to The 
Honourabie Thomas L. Wells, Minister of 
Education. Since 1976, Mr. Thomas has 
served successively as Assistant Deputy 
Minister in the Programs Division, 
Executive Director in the Curriculum 


Development Division, and Executive 


Thomas, Executive-Director 


Director in the Education Services 
Division. 

Responsible for the work of the 
Commission's ten - person Secretariat, 

Bob Thomas displays a strong enthusiasm 
for hase job. 

We're all mindful of the importance and 
sensitivity of our task," he says. "Its 
outcome will probably represent one of the 
most significant changes in education in 
Ontario in this century. 

"Fortunately, we have a Secretariat 
composed of talented, hardworking and 
enthusiastic people, backed up by eight 
knowledgable and committed Commissioners." 

Surveying the Commission's work to 
date, he is satisfied that the 
implementation of full funding to all 
secondary schools in this Province will be 
successfully achieved. "I think that by 
the fall of 1985, we will see a lot of 
very positive activity at the school board 
level," he says. 

"Everyone involved in this process 
shares a common concern for the educational 
welfare of our young people. That concern 
will continue to be the source of the 
solutions." 


“WE NEED 
EACH OTHER” 


MUTUAL NEED AND PRACTICALITY FORM 
KEYSTONES AS S.D. & G. BOARDS CONSTRUCT 
CO-OPERATIVE MODEL 


While extension of full funding to separate 
schools has heightened tension in some 
parts of Ontario, two boards tucked away in 
the province's eastern corner are providing 
an example of what positive attitudes and a 
willingness to co-operate can accomplish. 

The County Board of Education and the 
Roman Catholic Separate School Board of the 
united counties of Stormont, Dundas, and 
Glengarry (SDG) have committed themselves 
to a co-operative approach. The principles 
governing it were contained in a joint 
statement issued early in February and 
distributed to parents, students and 
ratepayers, and elaborated, with 
recommendations for Government action, in a 
joint brief presented February 14 of this 
year to the Planning and Implementation 
Commission. 

At the centre of their commitment is the 
SDG Boards' endorsement of the development 
of a co-operative model, described in the 
brief as a “key venture in that many 


boards, because of size, will not be able 
to maintain a high level of services unless 
such services are operated jointly." 

As T.R. (Rosaire) Léger, director of the 
SDG County Board, explained it, the 
trustees and board officials have simply 
chosen to make a virtue of necessity: "We 
need each other. Both systems have 
declined in enrolment to the point where 
neither alone can maintain its level of 
services." 

"We had already started co-operating 
well before last June's decision on 
separate school funding. We share a 
mainframe computer, a print shop, and 
translation facilities, and have 
co-operated on curriculum development. 
This year, we decided to amalgamate our 
learning materials centres, delivery 
services and stores. Since we share a 
computer, the bookkeeping is easy. The 
next item on our sharing agenda is 
transportation." 


Cornerstone of cooperation is mutual need 


Mutual need may be the cornerstone of 
co-operation, but it is not the only 
building block. The others are leadership, 
professional respect, a practical 
common-sense approach, experience gained 
from past conflicts, and a conviction that 
students and teachers should be given 
priority over territorial claims. 

In the joint brief, Sandra Enns, who 
chaired the SDG County Board's Committee to 
Review Separate School Extension, praised 
both directors of education, Mr. Léger, and 
his counterpart at the Separate School 
Board, Gilles Métivier. 

"We know each of them to have his 
priorities in the right place," Mrs. Enns 
said. "Trustees will come and go, but the 
style of leadership at the top and the 
sense of fair-mindedness will prove 
valuable to both systems." 

The fact that Mr. Métivier was for many 
years a principal and an assistant to a 
superintendent of schools with the public 
Board, and a trusted colleague of 
Mr. Léger, has certainly helped smooth the 
path of negotiations. Léger gives the 
Separate Board and Métivier high marks for 
co-operation. 

"Although the responsibility for 
successful implementation rests chiefly 
with directors of education of both 
boards," Léger said, "I would put more 
responsibility on the doorstep of the 
Separate School Board. They're ina 
position of growing. If the separate board 
gives the impression it's coming in with a 
steamroller and taking over, this creates 
shock waves in the other system and people 


EE ee eee 
get defensive. The SDG Separate Board, 
however, was not in a hurry." 


Mr. Gilles Métivier, Director of Education, 
Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry County Roman 
Catholic Separate School Board 


Public and Catholic high schools to share 
Cornwall building 


By next September, rather than problems, 
the Boards will have two secondary schools, 
one public and one Catholic, in the same 
building. They will share such -facilities 
as the cafeteria, gymnasium, and possibly 
library and shops. In the past two years, 
the Separate Board has introduced grades 9 
and 10 in Bishop Macdonell School in 
Cornwall, and planned to add grade 11 this 
year regardless of the funding extension. 
Enrolment decline has emptied classrooms in 
the public Board's General Vanier Secondary 
School. The Separate Board has rented 
seven of those classrooms - contained in 
one wing of the building - to house the 230 
students it expects to enrol in grades 2) ES 
11. The building has space to accommodate 
additional grades in future years. The 
Roman Catholic school, as yet unnamed, will 
have its own program and extra-curricular 
activities, as will General Vanier. 

The peaceful transition in this 
jurisdiction was far from a foregone 
conclusion. After the former Premier made 
his historic announcement in June, at least 
one analyst singled out SDG as an area with 


high potential for conflict. The counties, 
which border the St. Lawrence River to the 
south and Quebec to the east, include 
people of English, Scottish and French 
ancestry, and heavy concentrations of 
Catholics in some areas and non-Catholics 
in others. To the west, Dundas County was 
settled chiefly by United Empire Loyalists, 
who were, and are, largely Protestant. 
Stormont, in the middle, has a large 
French - and Catholic - presence in 
Cornwall, and a pocket of Franco-Ontarians 
in one northern township. Glengarry 
County, the setting for novelist Ralph 
Connor's Glengarry School Days, is 
populated chiefly by Scots, both Catholic 
and Protestant, and French-Canadians. 

In recent years conflict has erupted 
over the establishment of French-language 
schools. The SDG County Board now has two 
of them, La Citadelle in Cornwall, and 
Ecole Secondaire Régionale Glengarry, in 
the town of Alexandria. The latter school 
and Glengarry District High School occupy 
the same building; together, they constitute 
what is officially termed a "two-entity 
schooie 


No desire to renew past conflicts 


These arrangements did not take place 
uncontested. Charlemagne Lamarche, 
Chairman of Le Comite Consultatif de Langue 
Francaise (CCLF), and former director of 
education of the Separate Board, recalls 
those turbulent times: "In the past there 
were quarrels between French and English, 
and I don't think that people are willing 
to follow that route again. Nobody was the 
winner. I think that people are tired of 
that. They want quiet, they want peace." 

"We began by accepting the decision," 
Mrs. Enns said. "The next step was to 
answer the basic question, 'Whose side are 
you on?' Our answer was, 'Kids', of 
course,' and we've tried to find ways to 
maintain or better the quality of the 
education we give them. Neither Board 
feels threatened, neither wants to build a 
dynasty." 


Issue approached in a practical manner 


Sheila Tremblay, chairperson of the 
Separate Board's Committee to Review 
Separate School Extension, expressed 
similar sentiments: "The fact that this 
matter was approached on a practical level 
is a great credit to the public Board, 
because we are the ones who are benefiting 
from the Premier's announcement. We wanted 
to proceed in a way that would affect both 
systems the least and serve children the 
best. So we let the dust settle, and began 
work last fall." 


From left to right: 
Dundas and Glengarry County R.C.S.S. Board; Mrs. Sandra Enns, Chairperson, Extension 
Committee, Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry County Board of Education; Mrs. Charlemagne 
Lamarche, Chairman, French-Language Advisory Committee; Mr. Rosaire Léger, Director of 
Education, Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry County Board of Education 


After inviting submissions and 
consulting its various constituencies, the 
Roman Catholic Board found that desire for 
co-operation was a common theme. 

"For example," Mrs. Tremblay noted, 

"the anglophones wanted the Franco- 
Ontarians' identity to be preserved - which 
illustrates the degree of attitude change 
over the years." 


Boards taking joint responsibility for 
staff 


The Boards have agreed, in their brief, to 
assume joint responsibility for all 
personnel subject to displacement as a 
result of the extension of separate school 
funding. This agreement has significant 
implications for the troubling issue of 
teacher displacement and the acceptance of 
non-Catholic teachers by separate schoo] 
boards. The SDG Separate Board is quite 
clear on its position and hiring 
priorities. As Gilles Métivier explains: 
"We define a Catholic high school as 
one in which Catholic morals and values 
permeate the total school experience for 
the children. Basically, when we consider 
hiring practices, we want to ensure that 


Mrs. Sheila Tremblay, Chairperson, Extension Committee, Stormont, 


nothing will detract from that experience. 
But since we have agreed from the outset 
that personnel matters are the 
responsibility of both Boards, we can come 
to agreement on accommodating people for 
whatever number of years it takes to adjust 
the two systems." 

All those interviewed felt that the 
communities in the three counties were 
reflecting the positive reaction of the 
two Boards. Léger and Métivier are 
currently holding meetings with school 
committees and with officers of teachers' 
federations. Métivier said he believes 
that the teachers' concerns are being 
alleviated and that the teachers are 
becoming less skeptical about the Boards' 
promises to accept responsibility for them. 

"After all," added Léger, "our track 
record is good. Our secondary schools 
have declined from 9300 students to 7500, 
and not one teacher has been laid off. 
We've managed the problem through 
attrition, an excellent leave plan, and 
creation of a new school - The Alternative 
School - which added 35 jobs." (The 
Alternative School, of which Métivier was 
the founding principal, offers work-study 
programs designed especially for students 
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who have dropped out of the regular school 
program. ) 

Léger said that non-Catholic teachers 
who transfer to the Separate schools can 
return to the public system without loss 
of seniority. Seniority is, therefore, 
portable from one system to another, and 
back again if the occasion arises. 


Access of non-Catholic students 
ee ee CUGeMES, 


Neither Métivier or Mrs. Tremblay appear 
worried about the "Catholteity™ of ther. 
schools being watered down by the presence 
of non-Catholic teachers and students. 
"We are very secure about that," Métivier 
said. "There are a sufficient number of 
activities related to religion to ensure 
ChesCatholiacity of our schools." 

"The trustees aren't concerned about 
this either,” Mrs. Tremblay added. “It 
hasn't even been voiced around the board 
table." 


Still a few problems awaiting solutions 


Not all problems have been solved, of 
course. One of the most challenging in 
SDG, as elsewhere, is how to preserve the 
identity and viability of French-language 
secondary schools. The SDG joint brief 
was actually a tripartite agreement that 
included Le Comité Consultatif de Langue 
Française. Three of the brief's eleven 
recommendations relate to francophones. 
The central issues are funding and 
governance; the Franco-Ontarians, despite 
being heavily Catholic, do not want to 
transfer to the separate system unless 
both funding and level of services are 
equivalent to or better than those 
currently available, and uniess the 
francophone community, through the CCLF, 
continues to receive a say in the 
management of French-language schools. 
Although at present the Separate Board has 
no provision to set up a CCLF, 

Mrs. Tremblay has assured the francophone 
community that their rights will be 


guaranteed. 
The joint statement recommends that 


francophones aim for a block transfer to 
the Catholic school system by September 
SKS} 7/ à 

In Glengarry County, however, the SDG 
Boards have, in Léger's words, a 
"king-sized problem" still ahead of them. 

"We have one secondary school in 
Alexandria," Mr. Léger explained, "with 
both French and English entities; 75 to 
80% of the students are Roman Gatholacss— 
99% of the French and about 60% of the 
English. So what do you do? Do you 
abandon a long tradition in Alexandria and 


Say) tO chesnon—Catholics a LOULre Toute 
They would have to be bused at least 

30 miles. We could leave things as they 
are, and have a joint operation. The 
Catholics could be given certain 
considerations. Or we could take the 
French component out and move it into an 
existing building that we have available, 
leaving the English in and making the 
school a two-entity one. The problem so 
far, however, is that no one wants any of 
these options." 

Despite the complexity of this issue, 
Léger “is optimistic that it, Tike: the 
other problems in SDG, can eventually be 
solved through the process of co-operation 
that has up to now served both boards so 
well. 


HEARINGS COMPLETED 


"I think that all of the members of the 
Commission felt that they learned a great 
deal about the diversity of this province 
and of the local problems," was William 
Newnham's first comment reflecting on the 
public hearings just completed by the 
Commission. 

The Commission advertised in mid-October 
in every daily newspaper and in a large 
number of weeklies across the province that 
public hearings would be held to receive 
submissions from interested individuals and 
organizations who could provide assistance 
to the Commission. The hearings were held 
in major centres across the province with 
simultaneous translation provided as noted. 


Toronto November 22 and 29, 1984 

Ottawa* December 5 and 6, 1984 

London January 17 and 18, 1985 

North Bay* January 23 (evening) and 
January 24, 1985 

Timmins* January 25, 1985 

Sault Ste. Marie January 29, 1985 

Sudbury* January 30, 1985 

Thunder Bay February 7, 1985 

Toronto February 8, 1985 

Ottawa* RebruanyaeL4 andl, tIS> 

Toronto February 21, 22 and 
2871085 


*Translation facilities provided 


The Commission received 221 written 
submissions, 176 of these in the hearings 
and 45 only in written form. In addition, 
the Commission received three oral 
presentations. 

"While the schedule of hearings was 
pretty hectic for the members of the 
Commission, we felt that it was important 
to seek public advice on the Government's 


Commissioners at Public Hearings. From left to right: W.A. Jones, G.F. Gilhooly, 
B.E. Nelligan, W.T. Newnham, J.A. Fraser, J.L. Bourdeau, T.E. Hendry (absent: T.R. Léger) 


policy to permit Roman Catholic separate 
school boards to establish secondary school 
programs and to fund them. Sorting through 
the advice and the problems brought to us 
will be a great challenge, but the 
Commission's decision-making has benefited 
enormously," Mr. Newnham said. 


NOTICE 


The deadline for submission of Board Plans 
for 1986-87 for all Roman Catholic 
Separate School Boards, is November 29, 
1985. 
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